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THE NEED IS GREAT. HELP US GROW!
Augustine Literacy Project (ALP) receives tutor requests from principals, teachers and parents that we cannot fill. Our goal is to train
30 additional tutors for the 2014-15 school year who will assist low-income first– and second– graders who are a year or more behind in reading. Augustine students typically show a year’s worth or more of progress after 30 sessions with their tutor. There are
two ways you can partner with us to meet the needs of additional at-risk children:

Become a Volunteer Literacy Tutor (Or, refer a friend!):
Summer Training Workshop
August 4-15, 2014

Fall Training Workshop:
September 8-19, 2014

Email jheath@augustine.st-peters.org for an application.

Support a Volunteer Literacy Tutor:
It costs ALP $650 to train a tutor. Volunteer tutors pay for materials only. Once trained, Augustine tutors provide a minimum of 60
hours of free tutoring to a low-income child who struggles with literacy, a market value of $3,000. Augustine staff provide ongoing
support and education to tutors and work with schools to match tutors with at-risk readers. Donations of all amounts are welcome.
Please complete the enclosed “Be a Spark!” card and honor those who taught you or your children to read by supporting an
Augustine tutor who will teach an at-risk child to read. We will send acknowledgment notes to your honorees. Your gift will enable
us to say “yes!” when we receive tutor requests.

“To learn to read is to light a fire; every syllable that is spelled out is a spark.” Victor Hugo

Augustine Literacy Project–Charlotte
THIS FILLS MY HEART
(Names of the children have been changed to protect their identity.)

There’s nothing more painful than watching your child struggle. Augustine tutor Marion
Idol knows this from personal experience. She was familiar with a multi-sensory approach to reading instruction from taking special education classes to help her own son
years ago. Marion jumped at the chance to take the Augustine Literacy Project training
when she heard about it on Charlotte Talks.
“I fell in love with Mariah, the little girl I worked with during training, and continued tutoring her at Elizabeth Traditional,” Marion said. “Then I heard that the mother of
another child was begging for help for her son, John, and I told the director I wanted to work with a second student.”
Augustine’s structured approach is one of the things Marion appreciates most because it is designed to help children experience success. “I’ve volunteered a lot in the schools, and actually tutored children, but I always wondered if I was really helping them. As an
Augustine tutor, I know it's working. You see the lights go on.”
At the end of their first lesson, Marion handed John a book to test the sounds he’d just practiced. “He read that book to me and
looked at me with the biggest eyes. ‘You’re a fantastic reader!’ I told him, and he said, ‘No one has ever said that to me before.’ Now
he loves to read with me at the end of every lesson!
“He has the biggest personality. I had him reading multi-syllable words and wanted to push him a little bit. He sounded out the word
‘columnist’ and I asked him, ‘Do you know what that is?’ And he slapped his leg and said ‘I have no idea!’
“One reason I was willing to take a second student was their needs are very different. The parents of Mariah were very concerned for
her because there’s no English spoken at home. We used the Augustine curriculum with great success for her second
grade year. Now that she is reading fluently in third grade, I provide comprehension support to her in the regular classroom,” Marion
said.
“One of the highlights of my week is to go and work with Mariah and John. Some people say they feel lost after their youngest leaves
the nest. Don’t get me wrong, I miss my own children, but this fills my heart.”
-Virginia Brien

Our Mission

is to improve the reading, writing and spelling skills of low income

students who struggle with literacy by providing free, long-term one-on-one instruction
from highly trained volunteer tutors.

PASSION FOR LITERACY
ALP-CHARLOTTE IN THE NEWS
Laurie Martin of Simplicity Organizers and Alison Houser,
ALP Director, were interviewed on WBTV morning news
on March 25th to promote a local book drive. As part of
the NC Department of Public Instruction’s Give 5 Read 5
program, Simplicity Organizers and ALP tutors collected
and sorted over 2,000 books! The books will be delivered
to Title I schools including one of ALP’s partner schools,
Sedgefield Elementary. Learn more by visiting the ALP
Facebook page or Simplicity Organizers (www.simplicityorganizers.com). You can deliver books to any Title I elementary school through the end of May.
John Carter, WBTV News,
with Alison Houser and Laurie Martin.

Tutor News
Spring assessments are due! Please email assessments to Eleanor Hahn, Tutor Support Assistant, at ehahn@augustine.st-peters.org, or mail to the ALP office: 115 West 7th Street / Charlotte, NC / 28202 by May 23rd. Contact Eleanor with any questions: 704-749-6162.
May Lunch Bunch: Many ALP tutors/board members attended the Association of OrtonGillingham Educators and Practitioners national conference held in Winston-Salem March 1516. Come to Lunch Bunch on May 9th to hear highlights, as well as tips and tricks you can use.
Save the date! ALP’s board of directors will host our annual Appreciation Luncheon on June
4th, 12-1pm, at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church. Watch your email for details.

THANK YOU, EXCEPTIONAL SPEAKERS
The following speakers and workshop leaders provided valuable information to ALP tutors this
spring. Thank you for being part of our continuing education:
Erin McClure

CMS K-8 Literacy Specialist: Read to Achieve and its Impact on CMS

Michelle Yoder

Occupational Therapist, Touchstone Therapy: Fine Motor Skills and
Fundanoodle Tools

Joanie Gerken

Orton-Gillingham Fellow and Instructor at the Rankin Institute/Fletcher
School: Learning Styles

Paula Lombardi

Augustine Tutor and Board Member: Reading Fluency

Reading Takes You Places
“Stories of wonder, mystery and adventure. Reading can take you to a whole
other world. When you see a child with their eyes glued to a book, what do
you think? I see a child who wants to go places! Who wants a bright future!
Wouldn’t you love to say that you helped a child grow? Come to our school
and see what these kids are made of!”
Sydnee is a fifth-grader at Nathaniel Alexander Elementary School (NAES)
who loves to read. Sydnee learned about the Augustine Project at a Governor’s Village community meeting and wanted to get involved. With the support of her principal, Ms.
Lauren Bell, Sydnee is recruiting Augustine tutors for fellow students at her school. Do you live in the
University area? Consider taking the ALP training and tutor a student at NAES.
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Board & Staff
Ann Temple, Board Chair
Sam Gardner, Treasurer
Sally Davis, Secretary
Laura Freeman
Josephine Hicks
Kelly Keeling
Mary Ann Kerr
Julie Lavoie
Paula Lombardi
Rosie Sanders
Mary Davis Smart
Michelle Spak
Alison S. Houser, Director
Eleanor Hahn, Tutor Support
Jess Heath, Admin Support

Schools We Serve
Barringer Academic Center ● Blythe
Elementary ● Brookstone Academy
● Bruns Academy ● Charlotte Secondary ● Community School of
Davidson ● Cotswold Elementary ●
Countryside Montessori ● Cox Mill
Elementary ● Crestdale Middle ●
Elizabeth Traditional Elementary ●
Huntingtowne Farms Elementary ●
McAlpine Elementary ● Merry Oaks
Elementary ● Montclaire Elementary ● Park Road Montessori ●
Providence Spring Elementary ●
Rama Road Elementary ● Randolph
Middle ● Reedy Creek Elementary ●
Sedgefield Elementary ● Selwyn
Elementary ● Shamrock Gardens
Elementary ● Sharon Elementary ●
Smithfield Elementary ● Walter G.
Byers Elementary ● Weddington
Elementary ● Westerly Hills Academy ● Whitewater Elementary ●
Winterfield Elementary

Contact Us
For more information about
volunteering, to refer a student
or request a speaker:
augustine.st-peters.org
Email Jess Heath:
jheath@augustine.st-peters.org.

To Contribute Online
We rely heavily on individual contributions and appreciate all donations. ALP is not a religious
program, and all donations are tax
-deductible gifts to a restricted
fund. Donate using the enclosed
card, or online:
augustine.st-peters.org

In Memory
ALP-Charlotte lost a great
supporter, board member and
fundraising chair when Milton
Gee passed away in 2013. We
will miss his enthusiasm and
dedication to children who
struggle with reading.

