
Ann & Peter Allen
Ginny & Jim Amendum

Johanna & Christopher Anderson
Marty & Weston Andress

Beth & Wes Argabrite
Candace Armstrong

Dianne & Brian Bailey
Thelma Bailey

Judi Bainbridge
Edward Balogh

Jenny & Michael Beaumont
Stephen Bentley

Lauren Bowman Llamas
Mary & Charles Bowman 

Andre Fleuriel & Mark Boyd
Kristin & John Bradberry

Cathryn & William Britton
Grey Brownlow

Cynthia & Peter Buck
Christa Carter

Ron Carter 
Deanna Chillemi

Laura Jordan Cigles
Eric Clark

Laura Clark
Shirley Linn & Dumont Clarke

Julie Clarkson
Clearview Wealth Management

Jean & Eugene Cochrane
Nancy & Charles Conner

Sandra Conway
Sue Coonen

Millie & Tom Cox
Benner Crigler

Peggy & Bob Culbertson
Gabrielle & Scott Culpepper

DeeDee & Ed Dalrymple
Susan Daniel

Greta & Cutter Davis
Sarah & Edward Davis

R.G. & M.H. Davis
Debra Dawson

Susann & Charles East
Deborah & Michael Edwards

Marni Eisner
Susan Fine

Bonnie Fleming
Fannie Flono

Megan & Larry Forrest
Laura & James Freeman

Pamela Freeman
Diatra Fullwood

Gilbert Galle
Elizabeth & Matthew Gantt

Louise Gantt
Samuel Gardner

Sonja & Charles Gibson
M.C. Raynard & I.R. Gill

Dale Gillmore 
Bev & Lee Gilman

Karen & Steve Gosselin
E.H. & J.O. Green

Jane & Frederick Grosse
Alton Gwaltney

Eleanor & Rick Hahn
Nancy & Rob Harris

Sherra Harrison
Terrye & Michael Hartnett

Alice & David Herald
Catherine Hess

Josephine Hicks
Katherine & Van Hill

Ann Hinson
Timika Shafeek & Arthur Horton

Alison & Lindsay Houser
Lisa Howell

Barbara & Sam Hull
Helen Hull

Rose & David Hunter
Marion & Charles Idol

The James Family Foundation
Greg Johns

Lea Stromire & Stuart Johnson
Kelly Reed & John Keeling

Lee & Garrell Keesler 
Catherine Kendall

Carl King
Sarah & John Komisin

Sarah & Anthony Lathrop
Julie & David Lavoie

Tamara & Andrew Leicester
Barrie & Lawrence Lewis

Paula Lombardi
Caron & James Lye

Craig Lynch
Karen Mackenzie
Claire Mahoney

Sue & Dennis Makepeace
The Marc & Mattye Silverman Family 

Foundation
Alice Marleaux
Frank Martin

Pat Martin
Patricia M. Martin

Catherine Maxwell
Judy Mayo

Palmer McArthur
Sandra & Thomas McCrystle

Valencia McDowell
Suzanne McGough

Kathleen & Brian Mckay
Judith & James McKeever

Becky & Bill McNair
Carolyn & Christopher Meade

Adriana Medina
Stacie Cronin & Daniel Menichella

Moore & Van Allen, PLLC
Ellen McIntyre & William Morison

Lynn Muller
Linde & William Mullis

Kathleen Mundle
Theresa Nardi
Clark Neilson

Amy Hawn Nelson
Patricia & William Michael Nesbit

Mary Ruth Payne
Deborah & Patrick Phillips

Ellie & Ollie Rencher 
Katherine & Donald Riopel

Sally & Russell Robinson
Terrence S. Roche

Kathryn Rowan
Michelle Spak & Robert Saltzmann

Ruth & Ken Samuelson
Rosie Sanders

Mary Alice & George Schaeffer
Brian Schultz

Frank Schwartz & the Team at LEC Media
Ginny Shaw

Ashley & Justin Sheaffer
Sarah & Allen Shifflet

Mary Davis & Skip Smart
Bridget & Kenny Smith

Cynthia Smith
Rod Smith

St. Martin’s Episcopal Church;  
  The Rev. Joshua D. Brown

L.J. & L.A. Stewart
Mary Nell McPherson & Kevin Strawn

Claire & John Tate
Jon Maria & Bruce Taylor

Todd Taylor
Ann & Tom Temple

Teri Seidman Interiors
Allison & John Tibe

Carol Tuggle
Margaret McElwain & Frank Turner

Judy & Richard Vinroot
Amy Vitner

Keysha Walker
Judith Schindler & Charles Wallach

Ann Warren
Sydney & Randall Warren

Amy & Daniel Watson
Cynthia White
Tiffany White

James Williams
Bill Williamson

Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice LLP; 
Stephanie Hinrichs

Sophie Wood
Velva Woollen

Anne & Christopher Woolley
Pamela Harris & Douglas Young

Angie Hardister & William Zimmern 

  Rise and Read BReakfast:  
a Resounding success
the augustine Literacy Project® – charlotte was thrilled with the 
enthusiasm generated through the Rise and Read Breakfast, held 
Thursday, March 26, 2015 at the Myers Park Country Club. Addressing 
the crowd of nearly 250 business leaders, educators and elected 
officials, Dr. Ronald L. Carter, President of Johnson C. Smith University, 
challenged the audience to stand behind high impact organizations 
like Augustine that produce results by teaching children at early ages to 
read so that they can dream of a better future. “Often,” he said, “those 
who expect poor people to pull themselves up by their bootstraps don’t 
notice that these folks have no boots….Reading can be the boots and 
the bootstraps that they need.”

Alison Houser, Director of Augustine Literacy Project®-Charlotte, 
reminded the audience that 60% of Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools’ 
third graders are reading below grade level, and that by working with 
a tutor trained in a skills-based, one-on-one approach early in their 
academic careers, 90-95% of children can learn to read proficiently. 
Equally important, the individualized instruction can have far-reaching 
positive effects on a child’s success because of the consistent, 
relationship-based approach.

Sonja Gantt, who served as Mistress of Ceremonies, remarked that as a 
former reading volunteer coordinator, she wished that her tutors could 
have received training similar to the intensive training that Augustine 
provides. Ivy Gill, Principal at Sedgefield Elementary School, added that 
she appreciates the partnership with Augustine because it helps both 
students and teachers.  

Augustine extends a special thank you to Bonnie Fleming, our Rise and 
Read event chair, Frank Schwartz and his team at LEC Media for video 
production, and the many sponsors and volunteers who contributed to 
make the event a success.  The Rise and Read Breakfast raised $62,000, 
and garnered an additional $14,000 in pledges, to support Augustine’s 
intensive, research-based approach to improving children’s literacy. 135 
new donor relationships were forged through the breakfast.

Augustine Literacy Project®- Charlotte is celebrating 10 years of 
improving the reading, writing and spelling skills of low-income children 
in our community who struggle with literacy by providing free, long-
term individualized instruction from highly trained volunteer tutors. 

To improve the reading, writing and spelling skills  
of low income students who struggle with literacy  

by providing free, long-term one-one-one 
instruction from highly trained volunteer tutors.

OurMissiOn

the augustine Literacy Project®-charlotte gratefully 
acknowledges our Rise & Read donors 
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THE NEED IS GREAT. HELP US GROW! 

 Our Miss ion 

THIS FILLS MY HEART                                                                                 

(Names of the children have been changed to protect their identity.) 

There’s nothing more painful than watching your child struggle. Augustine tutor Marion 
Idol knows this from personal experience. She was familiar with a multi-sensory ap-
proach to reading instruction from taking special education classes to help her own son 
years ago. Marion jumped at the chance to take the Augustine Literacy Project training 
when she heard about it on Charlotte Talks. 

“I fell in love with Mariah, the little girl I worked with during training, and contin-
ued tutoring her at Elizabeth Traditional,” Marion said. “Then I heard that the mother of 

another child was begging for help for her son, John, and I told the director I wanted to work with a second student.” 

Augustine’s structured approach is one of the things Marion appreciates most because it is designed to help children experience suc-
cess. “I’ve volunteered a lot in the schools, and actually tutored children, but I always wondered if I was really helping them. As an 
Augustine tutor, I know it's working. You see the lights go on.” 

At the end of their first lesson, Marion handed John a book to test the sounds he’d just practiced. “He read that book to me and 
looked at me with the biggest eyes. ‘You’re a fantastic reader!’ I told him, and he said, ‘No one has ever said that to me before.’ Now 
he loves to read with me at the end of every lesson! 

“He has the biggest personality. I had him reading multi-syllable words and wanted to push him a little bit. He sounded out the word 
‘columnist’ and I asked him, ‘Do you know what that is?’ And he slapped his leg and said ‘I have no idea!’ 

“One reason I was willing to take a second student was their needs are very different. The parents of Mariah were very concerned for 
her because there’s no English spoken at home. We used the Augustine curriculum with great success for her second 
grade year.  Now that she is reading fluently in third grade, I provide comprehension support to her in the regular classroom,” Marion 
said. 

“One of the highlights of my week is to go and work with Mariah and John. Some people say they feel lost after their youngest leaves 
the nest. Don’t get me wrong, I miss my own children, but this fills my heart.” 
          -Virginia Brien 

Become a Volunteer Literacy Tutor (Or, refer a friend!): 

Support a Volunteer Literacy Tutor:  
It costs ALP $650 to train a tutor. Volunteer tutors pay for materials only. Once trained, Augustine tutors provide a minimum of 60 
hours of free tutoring to a low-income child who struggles with literacy, a market value of $3,000. Augustine staff provide ongoing 
support and education to tutors and work with schools to match tutors with at-risk readers. Donations of all amounts are welcome. 
Please complete the enclosed “Be a Spark!” card and honor those who taught you or your children to read by supporting an 
Augustine tutor who will teach an at-risk child to read. We will send acknowledgment notes to your honorees.  Your gift will enable 
us to say “yes!” when we receive tutor requests. 

“To learn to read is to light a fire; every syllable that is spelled out is a spark.”   Victor Hugo 

Summer Training Workshop                                  
August 4-15, 2014                                               

Fall Training Workshop:                                                                 
September 8-19, 2014                                                                           

                                        is to improve the reading, writing and spelling skills of low income    
students who struggle with literacy by providing free, long-term one-on-one instruction 
from highly trained volunteer tutors. 

  Augustine L iteracy Project–Charlotte  

Email jheath@augustine.st-peters.org for an application. 

Augustine Literacy Project (ALP) receives tutor requests from principals, teachers and parents that we cannot fill. Our goal is to train 
30 additional tutors for the 2014-15 school year who will assist low-income first– and second– graders who are a year or more be-
hind in reading. Augustine students typically show a year’s worth or more of progress after 30 sessions with their tutor. There are 
two ways you can partner with us to meet the needs of additional at-risk children: 

Summer 2015

March 26, 2015



 aLP®–charlotte:  Recipient of the Parsec Prize
This spring, the Augustine Literacy Project®–Charlotte was selected from over 30 applicants for 
the Parsec Prize. Parsec Financial®, with offices in Charlotte and Asheville, offers fee-based financial 
planning, retirement consulting and estate plans, and sponsors the prize to support education and 
economic development. The Parsec Prize, which includes a financial commitment of $10,400, will help 
ALP®-Charlotte train 15 additional tutors. These additional tutors will provide a combined 900 hours of 
free instruction for at-risk children, with a market value of $45,000. Furthermore, the Parsec Prize will 
support on-going tutor training for all of our tutors for the 2015-2016 school year. Thank you to Parsec 
Financial® for investing in Augustine’s one-one-one tutoring approach to help build a brighter future 
for today’s children. 

  aLP®-charlotte Board continues  
its focus on outcome Measures
This January our board formalized its commitment 
with Amy Hawn Nelson of the Charlotte Urban 
Institute and the Institute of Social Capital, Inc. (ISC) 
and her team of education researchers to help 
ALP®–Charlotte study and implement best practices 
in program assessment and delivery. The monitoring 
and assessment tools developed with ISC will be 
used to inform our future implementation and 
growth. Thank you to our donors who made this 
investment into Augustine’s future possible.

 thank You to our Lunch Bunch speakers
We are so appreciative of the experts in our community, who shared their knowledge with our 
tutors at our monthly Lunch Bunch Sessions this spring. Speakers included:  ellen Mcintyre,  
UNC Charlotte Dean of Education;  Joanie gerkin, Orton-Gillingham Fellow of the Fletcher School;  
Liz Pratt, former ESL teacher at Montclaire Elementary; and our own Augustine experts: 
 Wendy Munce, Paula Lombardi, Marion idol, eleanor Hahn, Joe-anne saldarini.

PASSION FOR LITERACY 
        Spring 2014 
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Laura Freeman 
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Alison S. Houser, Director 
Eleanor Hahn, Tutor Support 
Jess Heath, Admin Support 

Board & Staff 

We rely heavily on individual con-
tributions and appreciate all do-
nations. ALP is not a religious 
program, and all donations are tax
-deductible gifts to a restricted 
fund. Donate using the enclosed 
card, or online:  
 

augustine.st-peters.org 

To Contr ibute Onl ine 

Schools We Serve 
Barringer Academic Center ● Blythe 
Elementary ● Brookstone Academy 
●  Bruns Academy ● Charlotte Sec-
ondary ● Community School of 
Davidson ● Cotswold Elementary ●  
Countryside Montessori ● Cox Mill 
Elementary ● Crestdale Middle ●  
Elizabeth Traditional Elementary ● 
Huntingtowne Farms Elementary ● 
McAlpine Elementary ● Merry Oaks 
Elementary ● Montclaire Elemen-
tary ● Park Road Montessori ● 
Providence Spring Elementary ● 
Rama Road Elementary ● Randolph 
Middle ● Reedy Creek Elementary ●   
Sedgefield Elementary ● Selwyn 
Elementary ● Shamrock Gardens 
Elementary ● Sharon Elementary  ●  
Smithfield Elementary ● Walter G. 
Byers Elementary ● Weddington 
Elementary ● Westerly Hills Acad-
emy ● Whitewater Elementary ● 
Winterfield Elementary 

Contact Us 
 

For more information about 
volunteering, to refer a student 
or request a speaker:  
 
augustine.st-peters.org 
 
Email Jess Heath: 
jheath@augustine.st-peters.org. 

Tutor News 

ALP-CHARLOTTE IN THE NEWS 
Laurie Martin of Simplicity Organizers and Alison Houser, 
ALP Director, were interviewed on WBTV morning news 
on March 25th to promote a local book drive.  As part of 
the NC Department of Public Instruction’s Give 5 Read 5 
program, Simplicity Organizers and ALP tutors collected 
and sorted over 2,000 books! The books will be delivered 
to Title I schools including one of ALP’s partner schools, 
Sedgefield Elementary. Learn more by visiting the ALP 
Facebook page or Simplicity Organizers (www.simplicity-
organizers.com).  You can deliver books to any Title I ele-
mentary school through the end of May. 

May Lunch Bunch: Many ALP tutors/board members attended the Association of Orton-
Gillingham Educators and Practitioners national conference held in Winston-Salem March 15-
16. Come to Lunch Bunch on May 9th to hear highlights, as well as tips and tricks you can use.  

THANK YOU, EXCEPTIONAL SPEAKERS 
 

The following speakers and workshop leaders provided valuable information to ALP tutors this 
spring. Thank you for being part of our continuing education: 

Erin McClure  CMS K-8 Literacy Specialist: Read to Achieve and its Impact on CMS 

Michelle Yoder  Occupational Therapist, Touchstone Therapy: Fine Motor Skills and         
Fundanoodle Tools 

Joanie Gerken  Orton-Gillingham Fellow and Instructor at the Rankin Institute/Fletcher 
School: Learning Styles 

Paula Lombardi   Augustine Tutor and Board Member: Reading Fluency 

 

 

ALP-Charlotte lost a great                 
supporter, board member and 
fundraising chair when Milton 
Gee passed away in 2013. We    
will miss his enthusiasm and   
dedication to children who     

struggle with reading. 

In Memory 

Save the date!  ALP’s board of directors will host our annual Appreciation Luncheon on June 
4th, 12-1pm, at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church. Watch your email for details. 

115 WEST 7TH STREET │ CHARLOTTE, NC 28202 │ 704.749.6162 │ augustine.st-peters.org 

Spring assessments are due! Please email assessments to Eleanor Hahn, Tutor Support Assis-
tant, at ehahn@augustine.st-peters.org, or mail to the ALP office: 115 West 7th Street / Char-
lotte, NC / 28202 by May 23rd.  Contact Eleanor with any questions: 704-749-6162. 

John Carter, WBTV News,                                     
with Alison Houser and Laurie Martin. 

“Stories of wonder, mystery and adventure. Reading can take you to a whole 
other world. When you see a child with their eyes glued to a book, what do 
you think?  I see a child who wants to go places! Who wants a bright future! 
Wouldn’t you love to say that you helped a child grow? Come to our school 
and see what these kids are made of!” 
 

Sydnee is a fifth-grader at Nathaniel Alexander Elementary School (NAES) 
who loves to read. Sydnee learned about the Augustine Project at a Gover-

nor’s Village community meeting and wanted to get involved.  With the support of her principal, Ms. 
Lauren Bell, Sydnee is recruiting Augustine tutors for fellow students at her school. Do you live in the 
University area? Consider taking the ALP training and tutor a student at NAES. 

Reading Takes You Places 

ParSec Prize & other news

“The Augustine tutors have been outstanding. Renaldo and 
Kisha have exhibited tremendous growth in basic reading 

skills, as well as fluency and comprehension. They both made 
more than 1½ years growth (nearly 2) and much of that can 

be attributed to the one-on-one instruction they received from 
their Augustine tutors. In most cases, these students exceed 
the growth of their classmates who came to first grade on 

the same level. It’s hard to measure the long-term impact the 
Augustine tutors have made, but I KNOW they have changed 

two lives.”  – Brian Palmer, NBCT, 1st Grade Teacher,  
Blythe Elementary School

“Without exception, the tutors that come from the Augustine 
Project are the best trained, most professional, and highly 

reliable volunteers we’ve ever had to help our children read.”    
 – CMS Literacy Coordinator

“Both students grew academically and behaviorally.  
In academics, their reading fluency and comprehension skills 

have improved. Most importantly, I have noticed a change  
in their confidence as readers and also their ambition  

to read.”  – Jessica Bishop, M.Ed., 2nd Grade Teacher, 
Rama Road Elementary

2015 tutoR tRaining cLasses:
• Sept 28–Oct 2 and October 6 & 8

• Oct 26–30 and Nov 3 & 5
Our tutors are different from many other volunteers!  

Augustine tutors receive in-depth training focusing on:

Phonemic Awareness  •  Phonics  •  Vocabulary 
Fluency  •  Comprehension

Augustine tutors meet with students twice per week  
using a sequenced, multi-sensory, systematic approach  

to enable success in reading, writing and spelling!

We are especially interested in applicants who are able  
to tutor a child at our Title I partner schools.

For an application, email:  jheath@augustine.st-peters.org

Summer 2015

Augustine LiterAcy Project  
– chArLotte®
115 West 7th Street 
Charlotte, NC 28202
704.749.6162
augustine.st-peters.org
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There’s nothing more painful than watching your child struggle. Augustine tutor Marion 
Idol knows this from personal experience. She was familiar with a multi-sensory ap-
proach to reading instruction from taking special education classes to help her own son 
years ago. Marion jumped at the chance to take the Augustine Literacy Project training 
when she heard about it on Charlotte Talks. 

“I fell in love with Mariah, the little girl I worked with during training, and contin-
ued tutoring her at Elizabeth Traditional,” Marion said. “Then I heard that the mother of 

another child was begging for help for her son, John, and I told the director I wanted to work with a second student.” 

Augustine’s structured approach is one of the things Marion appreciates most because it is designed to help children experience suc-
cess. “I’ve volunteered a lot in the schools, and actually tutored children, but I always wondered if I was really helping them. As an 
Augustine tutor, I know it's working. You see the lights go on.” 

At the end of their first lesson, Marion handed John a book to test the sounds he’d just practiced. “He read that book to me and 
looked at me with the biggest eyes. ‘You’re a fantastic reader!’ I told him, and he said, ‘No one has ever said that to me before.’ Now 
he loves to read with me at the end of every lesson! 

“He has the biggest personality. I had him reading multi-syllable words and wanted to push him a little bit. He sounded out the word 
‘columnist’ and I asked him, ‘Do you know what that is?’ And he slapped his leg and said ‘I have no idea!’ 

“One reason I was willing to take a second student was their needs are very different. The parents of Mariah were very concerned for 
her because there’s no English spoken at home. We used the Augustine curriculum with great success for her second 
grade year.  Now that she is reading fluently in third grade, I provide comprehension support to her in the regular classroom,” Marion 
said. 

“One of the highlights of my week is to go and work with Mariah and John. Some people say they feel lost after their youngest leaves 
the nest. Don’t get me wrong, I miss my own children, but this fills my heart.” 
          -Virginia Brien 

Become a Volunteer Literacy Tutor (Or, refer a friend!): 

Support a Volunteer Literacy Tutor:  
It costs ALP $650 to train a tutor. Volunteer tutors pay for materials only. Once trained, Augustine tutors provide a minimum of 60 
hours of free tutoring to a low-income child who struggles with literacy, a market value of $3,000. Augustine staff provide ongoing 
support and education to tutors and work with schools to match tutors with at-risk readers. Donations of all amounts are welcome. 
Please complete the enclosed “Be a Spark!” card and honor those who taught you or your children to read by supporting an 
Augustine tutor who will teach an at-risk child to read. We will send acknowledgment notes to your honorees.  Your gift will enable 
us to say “yes!” when we receive tutor requests. 

“To learn to read is to light a fire; every syllable that is spelled out is a spark.”   Victor Hugo 
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                                        is to improve the reading, writing and spelling skills of low income    
students who struggle with literacy by providing free, long-term one-on-one instruction 
from highly trained volunteer tutors. 

  Augustine L iteracy Project–Charlotte  

Email jheath@augustine.st-peters.org for an application. 

Augustine Literacy Project (ALP) receives tutor requests from principals, teachers and parents that we cannot fill. Our goal is to train 
30 additional tutors for the 2014-15 school year who will assist low-income first– and second– graders who are a year or more be-
hind in reading. Augustine students typically show a year’s worth or more of progress after 30 sessions with their tutor. There are 
two ways you can partner with us to meet the needs of additional at-risk children: 

Like us on 
Facebook!

 sMaLL VictoRies on tHe Road to success
Recently, a mother texted her child’s Augustine tutor, “LaQuisha just read The Very Hungry Caterpillar, 
and she read it very well and only asked for help four or five times.” These are small victories, but 
important ones in the life of a child.

Last fall, LaQuisha entered the first grade, significantly behind in reading. What was alarming to 
her parents and her teacher is that her older siblings did not have the same reading difficulties. 
Something was definitely wrong.

Where some families might be able to afford a tutor, that was not an option for LaQuisha’s family, and 
not because her parents didn’t care. “When I first met LaQuisha, her parents were having lunch with 
her at school,” says Augustine tutor, Grey Brownlow. “They told me that LaQuisha was having behavior 
problems.” In reading, LaQuisha only knew consonant sounds, not vowel sounds, and just a few sight 
words. Without the right building blocks, she had difficulty decoding, or sounding out the words. 

Grey, unlike most Augustine tutors, is a former 
elementary school teacher, and found out about the 
Augustine Literacy Project-Charlotte through a friend 
and Board Member, Sally Davis. “Augustine tutoring 
is one of the things I do when my own children are in 
school.” Even with her extensive training in education, 
Grey says, “The initial Augustine tutor training was 
fabulous. I learned something new every hour, and the 
ongoing support and training are really superb.” 

 LaQuisha, happily, was promoted with her class to the 
second grade. She grew more on MAP Testing than any 
other child in the class, a fact which her teacher attributes 
in large part to the extra help LaQuisha received from 
her Augustine tutor. Furthermore, her teacher reported 
improved behavior along with the academic progress.

“[The text I received from LaQuisha’s mother] just 
touched my heart,” Grey shared. “I am so thankful for 
this relationship.” And Augustine is so thankful for its 
tutors and the impact each makes on a child’s future.

What teachers are saying...                              (children’s names changed for privacy)

JOin us!
BecOMe a
literacy
tutOr


